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As the long summer continued, gradually morphing into
Autumn, we are reminded that there are seasons on a
spiritual perspective too. So as we see the beautiful
colours around us, we seek to look beyond the surface
to the changing underlying realities: learning to see with
the eyes of faith: "confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see" (Hebrews 11:1).
This newsletter has a bit of a rollercoaster feel about it:
having sought to regroup after a challenging 6 months,
we have encountered both ongoing joys and challenges.
Within our (smaller!) group, there have been significant
professional hardship, with one couple very committed
couple almost on the verge of leaving Brive to find
employment elsewhere. Thank-God, prayer and tenacity
seem to be making a difference, and they are pulling
through. Others are caught up with the pressures of
work, family, commitments, and have stepped back from
the church. We're left wondering if this is sustainable.
And yet God seems to be working on the margins: in A.,
our latest baptisee, in his marriage and family who are

Personal update: It's been a big change for Nathan,
starting school. It hasn't been easy for this young chap,
used to playing with his older brothers, but not so much
children of his age, but he's taking it very philosophically.
A high point has been his 3rd birthday celebration with a
couple of friends from school and some other kids we
know. A new world has also opened up to us, with David
accompanying Joshua for climbing lessons, and
deciding to take the plunge himself, taking up lessons

drawing close to God; in V., a lady suffering severe post- with the adult group. This is also opening up new
contacts with parents, and fellow-climbers! Claire-Lise is
natal depression who is experiencing tremendous hope
enjoying having mornings to herself, meaning she is
and peace, reading the Bible with Claire-Lise. And so,
able to focus on other work opportunities (a bible study
we embrace this time of spiritual rollercoaster of
incredible encouragements, and great
disappointements, holding on to God's promises and
keeping our eyes fixed on those places He is at work.

with a lady, V. mentioned above, and ongoing with J.)
and beginning our first pre-teens group. Joshua's
enjoying the responsibility of secondary school, even

though he is struggling to make friends, while Ben and
Samuel are blessed with their teachers, doing tennis and
swimming respectively.

whether the 'church around the table' really fits our
individualistic culture. But with prayer and reflection, we
see increasingly that it is a counter-cultural model, and
sets the discipleship 'bar' higher than other ecclesial
forms, (hence why it takes longer to have an impact) but
one that seems to resonate with genuine seekers.

We continue to seek to develop links with local
churches, and as such, were encouraged by a local
lutheran pastor getting in touch in order to organize a
joint exhibition and conference to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King. So tying in with the centenary
commemorations of the 1914-1918 war we held a
conference on the 11th November with over 50 people
attending, including some of our young people and the
Bishop of Tulle, the overseer of the Catholic church in
our region, with great questions and a debate on war
and peace today!

In light of the above, we'd value prayer for:
- For V., the lady that Claire-Lise is journeying with
- For A., for post-baptism growth, and his burgeoning
sense of evangelism gifting
- For Joshua, particularly for friendship and a sense of
mission at secondary school
- For us, for ongoing wisdom and guidance in how we
could grow numerically, as well as spiritually. And
especially for patience!
Thanks so much! Love and blessings to all!
We often realise that we cannot see the spiritual realities
of the world around us, and are learning what it is to see
through the eyes of faith. And from this perspective, your
prayers are powerful in shaping the spiritual climate
around Brive. Please be encouraged that you are
making a difference, and we are truly grateful.

So, as the church continues to evolve in different ways,
we are experimenting with different ways of presenting
the gospel in our culture and context, and reflecting on
how best to get across the message of Jesus and the
Kingdom of God. So we have been challenged as to
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