Benjamin Francis
Greetings from India
December 2018

www.bmsworldmission.org/bfrancis

The end of 2018 was a very busy period for me in terms
of international travel and so it is great to have time with
my family over the Christmas period. Time with my wife
Gillian and daughter Abigail is always a highlight for me.
Having said that the Christmas period also provides
great opportunities for sharing the Gospel in my home
city of Kolkata.
A real highlight for me in the autumn was the time spent
in Europe, travelling with my good friend and colleague
Peter Dunn (BMS Director for Mission). In the past n the
UK people have been really encouraging in terms of
hearing of what the Lord is doing in Asia, but on this
visit, I was particularly encouraged at the engagement
with Christian leaders seeing the relevance of Disciple
Making movement (DMM) principles in the UK context. I
travelled in Scotland, Wales and England meeting with
folk who are facing challenges in terms of church
decline, and yet are hungry to see new approaches to
making Christ known.
After this I travelled on to Eastern Europe to share with

As I have said, life has been very busy for us as a
family. Abigail studies hard at school and especially
enjoys the debating group. Gillian is invaluable in her
support of me and the ministry and manages an
incredible amount in the office with a small team of
helpers. A highlight for Gillian and Abigail in the autumn
was a ministry visit to Delhi where they shared in
teaching and encouraging many. My mother continues
to be a great support to me – she is a woman of great
faith and prayer. Gillian’s mother is not in good health
and your prayers for the family are always appreciated.

Christian leaders in several countries, who are also
catching the vision for growth. It is great to see the Lord
at work through ordinary people, and my prayer is that
we will see this more and more. The year ended with
me in East Asia encouraging the network of believers in
small groups.
Back in Kolkata, my role is providing leadership to the
BMS mission engagement their and in the state of West
Bengal. It is good to see BMS engaging in mission in
new ways in the place where William Carey first came to
India. Out trustees have been working together on a
strategy that involves making the love of Christ know to

Let me share with you a story from the field in the words

some of the poorest people in my city, and in facilitating

of a friend

leadership training for Christians. Alongside this there
are many practical and administrative jobs to do.

"I visited a family in a rural area. Urma did not have faith
in Jesus. She used to follow idols. After marriage, she
was very discouraged and dismayed because of
misunderstanding with her husband who left her with two

children after two years. She had tried many rituals and ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). Ordinary people
sacrifices to settle her family issues, yet she was not putting their lives wholeheartedly in an extraordinary
successful in her attempt.

God are able to do amazing things.

However, I had a privilege to go and counsel her and
shared the gospel with her. When I spoke with her from
the word of God she was refreshed. Moreover, having
heard all about what I spoke from the Bible she became
amazed about the truth and realized her mistakes and
accepted Jesus as her personal Saviour and Lord. As a
result of that day she had taken a decision to take
baptism to grow spiritually."

Pray for my family that the Lord will continue to watch over us,
bless us and make us a blessing to others.
Pray for the mission of BMS Kolkata, that we will be a beacon of
light in the city of Kolkata.
Pray for the growth of Disciple Making Movements in the UK
where we are already seeing the early signs of folk putting into
practice what they have learnt.

Many thanks for your ongoing support of me in my
ministry. Your prayers are a real encouragement to me
I am encouraged as I travel to see the Lord at work in
ways that I would never imagine. Lives are being
transformed and this encourages me to have faith that
the Lord “is able to do immeasurably more than all we

and are making a difference. My prayer is that the Lord
will bless you richly as you too follow him.
Benjamin
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